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The Plight Of The American Indian 


By Robert Yellowtail 


(Robert Yellowtail has been fighting 
the battle of the American Indians be- 
_ fore both Houses of Congress since 1910. 
The Indian is not asking for charity 
but ‘justice. Compare the treatment of 
the American Indian to that of other 
so-called. minority groups. Ed.) 


* * % Ba 


The American Government was conceived 
and built upon the concept that government 

was designed: +"oeervethe People and not fo 
~ be their master. Its elected officers to con- 
duct government in accordance with the will 
of the-People expressed in free conventions 
and elections in which “the consent of the 
governed” ‘is freely given. This is the basic 
concept-of the American constitutional and 
- representative government. Under this theory 
cf the Founding Fathers,-itavas their: express 
purpose and intention that the voice and will 
of the People shall always prevail and that 
the reins of government be firmly placed 
in the hands of the People. 


They thus wrote into the preamble of the 
Constitution, “We the People” to make it 
most clear that it is the bulk of the people 
who stay at home in the States and vote, 
who grant legislative powers to Congress; 
who vest executive powers in the President 
and who clothe the courts with judicial 
powers, and who divided the government 
into its three branches of separate govern- 
mental functions, independent of each other, 
each acting as a check against the other to 
prevent any violations of the basic, human 
and prescribed constitutional rights of the 
People, and each confined to its own sphere 
of prescribed authority. In order to make 
doubly sure that the rights of the People 
will never be violated, they also provided that 
in case any Officer in any of the three 
branches over-reaches or abuses his pre- 
scribed authority, he may be impeached, 
@riven from office and denied any further 
employment or trust in government, and 
further, provided, that all such elected 
officers shall be subject to re-election every 
two and four years excepting the Federal 
Judges who are not elected but appointed to 
serve for life upon their good behavior. Free- 
dom from governmental tyranny and autoc- 
racy was the thought behind this action of 
those who- wrote the Constitution. 

‘As stated, the underlying concept and 
basis of our government was, and is, that it 
is the People who, by their votes, rule, and 
that the elected officers of government de- 
rive their power to govern “only from the 
eonsent of the governed.” Hence, standing 
upon this premise, the question arises, why. 
are the Indians, who, also, are a part of the 

people of this Nation and also citizens there- 


of, never consulted but denied their con- 


pone Mace voice in the selection 
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LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL 


A National Disgrace 


United States bound itself only by honor, 
not by law.” (Conley v. Ballinger, 216 U.S. 
84, 90 (1910). 

These quotations depict the legal plight 
that the Indian tribes are in and also depicts 
the fact that they have nothing to say'as to 
whom their rulers—the Secretary of Interior 
and the Indian Commissioner shall be, as 
that question is decided by the President and 
his party advisers in and out of .Congress. 
Hence, Presidential elections every 4 years 
mean very little to them as the selection of 
these two officers who govern the Indians 
are in nowise involved in such elections; the 
lot of the Indians is to wait and see whom 
the President selects for them as they have 
not even the power of a suggestion in such 
matters. 


Attention is directed to the efforts of the 


- . Indian Tribes in National convention in the 





question with no quibbling or evasive answer- 
ing is begging an answer to this question. 


The record discloses that every Indian Com- 
missioner and Interior Secretary since the 
foundation of government here has ruled 
the Indians with an iron hand. Under exist- 
ing law, their official acts, which extend 
into every phase of this, makes possible the 
governmental tyranny and absolutism that 
has been the lives of the Indians on their 
reservations, and which are beyond review 
in the courts. This situation also makes 
mockery of all of the declared concept of the 
rights of the People under representative and 
constitutional government where the will of 
the People prevails. 


Where and when the Indians are concerned, 
it is not the “will of the governed” which 
prevails, but instead, the “Indian Policy” 
based upon political expediency which pre- 
vails. This Policy, backed up by the Supreme 
Court decision in 187 U.S, 553-556, known 
as the Lone Wolf decision, strips the Indians 
in their tribal state of every legal right that 
the Constitution bestows on every Person 
under the American Flag. It builds up the 
Indian Commissioner to as much an auto- 
erat.as is Khrushchev. It makes the “Dee- 
laration,” “the Bill of Rights” and the “Con- 
stitution” all dead letters and meaningless on 


- every Indian reservation in this country. 


Under this decision the Government can 
do anything against the Indians and they are 
powerless to seek relief in the courts as by 
this same decision, the courts were also 
closed to them, “Plenary authority over the 
tribal relations of the Indians has been ex- 
ercised by Congress from the beginning, 


and the power has always been deemed a 


political one, not subject to be controlled by 
judicial 


ason 187 of the Government.” — 
187 553-556 


matter of an appeal to the late J. F. Kennedy, - 
to be the first President to give the Indians ` 
of this country such long denied constitu- 
tional rights under the laws of this country. 
His reactions were the same old story; he 
gave us no direct reply but the usual run 
around and hedging actions and finally nom- 
inated a career party politician with no back- 
ground to close relationship with the Indians 
whatsoever and, who, as his predecessors 
did, has been ruling also, with the same ola- 
haughty— “I’m running this show” kind of 
iron administration; its the same old story. 
There seems no way out of this dilemma 
except to do as the Negroes have done, 
namely: to organize all of the Indians of this 
country politically and then vote solidly for 
those running for high political office at 
Washington and in the States on their 
Indian Record, for or against, as their records 
indicate. We are dealing with politicians at 
Washingten and in the State governments 
and to get the political relief necessary, the 
Indians too, must play the American game 
of politics to the hilt to get the political 
recognition and relief they must have to 
survive. This is the only effective approach 
under the political system that controls our 
government today. 


THE LOT OF THE INDIANS 


The lot of the American Indians is, and 
has always been discriminatory in every 
phase of their lives here in this country. 
Discriminatory competition in every direction 
to live and enjoy equal rights under the law, 
and also, the right to aspire for the better 
things of life under our laws and the econo- 
mie order controlling living here in this 
country. ; 

Life as an Indian in this country, under 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, is not, and 
never has been too pleasant. Racial discrim- 
ination and discriminatory competition in 
matters of employment and opportunity for 
— employment has always been the lot 


ẹ Indians. This is a harsh statement to l 


